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« Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 





VoL. HL. 


NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1822. 


NO. 50. 








THE ABSURDITY OF UNIVERSAL SAL- 


VATION. 
(Concluded from p. 389.) 


This leads to another passage in Corinthians, | 


REMARKS. 


(Concluded from p. 389.) 


Mr. R. is unfortunate in his arguments. He 


-Foras in Adam alidie,even so in Christ shailald be | shall be indulged, and his own premisses decide 


made alive.” And in order to render it more clear 
and decisive, he adds, “ But every man in his 
own order, Christ the first-fruits, afterward they 
that are Christ’s at his coming :” which clearly 


| between us. 


He says, of 1 Cor. xv. 22. “ It 
means, that as all Adam’s seed die in him, even so 
shall all Christ's seed be made alive in him.” Who 


are Christ's? Paul says “every man.” That 


shows his meaning to be this, Asin Adam all his) Christ is the head of every man—tasted death 


se 


made alive. Another passage in Ephesians, “ That, 


in the dispensation of the fulness of time he might 
rather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are on the earth, 
even in him.” Now do we believe from this that 
the whole brule creation, with man, shall be 
vathered together in Christ? It as much proves 
that as it dees the salvation of all men; there- 
fore, the only reasonable construction is, all that 
lelongs to Christ. The strongest proof they can 
bring for their doctrine I bave presented in a true 
form, because in no other will they harmonize 
with the Gospel; and as the rest are similar to 
these, | advance to another part of their artful 
scheme, which is faith, wherein that is said to be 
true faith which believes that all will be saved, 
however vile and impious; and that it is not 
blended with the exercise of the regenerate, but 
ismerely an act of the mind. If then it be proved 
by Scripture, that whoever is saved must be sa- 
ved by that faith which works by love, purifies 
the heart, and overcomes the world; that it is 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness. 
They at once digress from the subject and de- 
clare that Jesus is the complete Saviour of unbe- 
lievers ; for, say they, if Jesus be not the Saviour 
of the unbeliever until he believes, the unbeliever 
is called upon to believe a lie. This phrase is 
written in a Universalist book, entitled, The Life 
of John Murray, and a horrible one indeed. But 
the oracle of Christ is, “He that believeth not 
shall be damned.” Now, as they are directly 
averse to each other, one or the other must be 
false: but since it is sanctioned by the word of 
God that unbelievers shall be damned, who will 
call in question its veracity, and what can be 
more decisive, that if, upon condition of beliey- 
ing Christ becomes our complete Saviour and 
Redeemer, he could noi have been the same to 
us before we believed? “In whom also after 
that ye believed ye were sealed with that holy 
Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our in- 
heritance, until the redemption of the purchased 
Pessession, unto the praise of his glory.” 





ed die, even so in Christ shall all his seed be | for every man.” And the same Paul declares, 


Rom. xiv, “ No man dieth to himself. For whe- 
ther we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether 
we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live 
therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.” John iii. 
says, “ The Father loveth the Son, and hath giv- 
en all things into his hands.” Paul, Rom. vy. de- 
clares, “ Therefore, as by the offence of one pudg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation, even 
so by the righteousness of one the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life.’ Mr. R.’s 
sophistry in attempting to evade the truth con- 
tained in Eph. i. is fully answered by the above 
Mr. R. quotes a sentence from Murray's Life, and 
is angry at the supposition that Christ is the un- 
believer's Saviour. To settle this question we 
inform him that Paul, not Mr. Murray, declares, 
“ To him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted unto 
him for righteousness.” Again, “For if when 
we were enemies we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son,’ &c. Rom. iv. 5.; v.10. 
Mr. R. was eareful to quote a part of Eph. i. 13, 
omitting the words, “In whom ye also frusled 
afier that ye heard the word of truth, (what was 
the word of truth? Mr. R. will have it that Christ 
isnot the Saviour of any man until he believes, 
but Paul says it is) the Gospel of your salvation." 
Then follows Mr. R.’s quotation—*“ In whom also, 
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise,” &c. According to Paul, 
they heard the word of truth, the Gospel, or good 
news “of their salvation.” ?fler they heard this 
news, (was it true? Mr. R. says not. But Paul 
says it was the word of truth,) they trusted or be- 
lieved it. And after they believed, they were 
sealed, &c. Again, God says, Isa. xliv, 22, “1 
have blotted out, asa thick cloud, thy transgres- 
sions, and, as a cloud, thy sins; return unto me, 
for I have redeemed thee.” Poor Mr. R. is caught 
in the pit he digged. 

Who are the “ purchased possession?” Ps, ii. 8. 
«“ Ask of me, and I shall give the heathen thine 
inheritance, and the uélermost parts of the earth 
thy possession.” 
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It is impossible to show all the various ways| 


The ignorance of this young man is as pitifyl 
wherein they have changed and shifted the mean- 


jhis assurance is contemptible ! Look at thic— 
ing of God's word in order to evade its truth res-|« He that believeth not shall be damned.’ Here 
pecting future punishment. Since they are so|they observe the passage means, that the unl. 
numerous! shall quote but two, as sufficient to|liever is already damned.” Mr. R.,in the great 
ness of his philological powers, remarks, “ Does jt 
read is damned ? Certainly not: but shall be.’ 


ar 


show the weakness of their arguments, “ He i 


believeth not shall be damned.” 
serve that the passage means the unbeliever is al- 
realy damned ; that is, he is occasionally con- | 
scious that he is a sinner, and has not, of course. | already, Ke. 
so much peace of mind as the believer ; and this light is come into the world, and men loved dark 
is damnation. But who in the exercise of his | ness,” &c. 
reason can assert this? Does it read, is damned ?| our critic, that the words in the original rendereg 
Certainly not; but, shall be, which proves that it damnation, are, by the same translators, rendered 
is yet to he revealed, and manifestly refers to the | condemnation and judgment ! Christ said, « Fo, 
day of judgment. The words of Christ respecting judgment | am come into the world ;—Now js thy 
the rich man and Lazarus they have most con-| judgment of this world,” &c. Suppose you wer 
temptibly rejected by saying, It isonly a parable,|to read the above damnation, and define th 
and determines the condition of no one; thus| word as you generally do, what would you make 
they would make these solemn words of Christ a| of our Saviour's declaration? Mr R. in remark 
mere fable. But be it known to all men that the | ing upon the parable in Luke xvi. committed the 


Here they ob- a 
Mr. R. is requested to read John iii. 18, 19, for the 
first time—“ He that believeth not is condem rd 


And this is the condemnation, th, 


We mention for the consideration , 


word of God is all true: types and figures repre- | most outrageous errors. He says the Universalis: 
sent future events, but parables illustrate existing | “say it is only a parable, and would make thes 
facts. And what did he say after speaking many |solemn words of Christ as a mere fable.” He 
things of the kingdom? He said, “ These things | then proved it, unconsciously we presume, to be 
have I spoken unto you in parables; andthiswas|a parable, and then, contends “that parables 
done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken | (mere fables) illustrate existing facts!” Mr. R is 
by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in|the most extraordinary logician of ourday. Mr 
parables.” They therefore form an important part | R. will confer a favour by informing where he ob- 


of sacred truth ; and in what striking colours this 
parable exhibits to our view the condition of the 
righteous and the wicked afterdeath. “ Te rich 
man who was clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and fared sumptuously every day, died, and was 
buried, and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in 
torment, and seeth Abraham afar off, with Laza- 
rus in his bosom; and he cried and said, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue, for | am tormented in this flame.” 
it is very evident that the hell here spoken of is 
not the grare, but a place of torment, which is 
here called a flame, and in other places hell-fire ; 
and that it is destined as a,place of punishment 
for the impenitent appears evident from his soli- 
citude for his brethren then living upon the earth, 
lest they, by impenitence, should likewise come 
to the same place of torment. By this parable 
then is fixed the two unalterable states of the 
righteous and the wicked after death; for there 
isa great gulf fixed, so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot, neither can they 
pass to us that would come from thence. And 
to confirm more fully the truth of the parable we 
herd only to refer to the plain testimony of God: 
«« The fearful, and the unbelieving, and the abom- 
inable and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shal! have 
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death.” 

« The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all 
nations that forget God. For I say unto you, that 


tained his authority for saying, that the word hell 
in this parable does not mean the grare. We in- 
form him, that the original word rendered hell, 
does mean grare; and we challenge him and al! 
others to prove to the contrary ! This subject has 
been so frequently illustrated, that our readers 
would be fatigued with a repetition of the testi- 
mony, admitting, which is not the case, that we 
had room in our columns for a repetition of it 
We, therefore, shall only inform Mr. R., that his 
admired hell, here spoken of, is to be destroyed, 
and his unalterable state allered! Relative to 
the second death spoken of, Mr. R., by consulting 
Revelation, will find that the second death las 
power on men when they are in, not out of, the 
body; and that it is during the continuance oi 
day and night. We read of a time when there 
sh ve no more death. When all men are raised 
im, .cetal they cannot die. When incorruptible, 
they cannot sin! Death shall be destroyed. Mr 
R. will please to recollect that Christ addressing 
those Jews, to whom the parable refers, declared, 
after saying unto them ‘ Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate,—For I say unto you, Ye 
shall not see me henceforth till ye shall say, Bles- 
sed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Mr R. will reconcile this with his views of a fu- 
ture judgment, when all men shall see Christ sit- 
ting on the throne ; and these Jews, after saying, 
« Blessed is he,” &c. are consigned to misery 
See Isa. vi. 

We question whether Mr_ R. believes his quota 
tion from Ps. ix, “The wicked shall be turned 
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except your righteousness exceed the righteous- 


ness of the scribes and pharisees, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of heaven. Know 
ve not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceived, neither forni- 
cators, nor idolaters, &c. shall inherit the kingdom 
of God. Marvel not at this, for the hour is com- 
ing in the which all that are in their graves shall 
hear his voice and come forth, they that have 
done good to the resurrection of life, and they 
that have done evil to the resurrection of damna- 
tion.’ Although these are sufficient to convince 
the most hardened and obdurate, I still will bring 
one more, Which settles the destiny of all for 
ever. “Whenthe Son of man shall come in his 
clory, and all the holy angels with him, then 
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory, and be- 
fore him shall be gathered all nations, and he 
shall separate them one from another as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats; and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand but the goats 
on the left: then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come ye blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world, for | was an hungered 
and ye gave me meat, &c. Then shall he say also 
unto them on the left hand, Depart from me ye 
cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels, for I was an hungered and ye 
gave me no meat,” &c. Here he hath declared, 
in the most unequivocal manner, the final destiny 
ofall men; yet, notwithstanding, many will rise 
up and say, It is not so; they will not be separa- 
ted, but they shall all inherit the kingdom. Such 
is the delusion of many souls; and who will, at 
the same time, trust their eternal all upon the 
mercy of God, while they are trampling upon that 
same mercy, and even despising his grace, when 
they know he hath threatened them with des- 
truction. But not so with the righteous ; they 
delight to serve and to fear him: “ And they shall 
be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when 
1 make up my jewels; and I will spare them as 
aman spareth his own son that serveth him. 
Then shall ye return, and discern between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him that serv- 
eth God and him that serveth him not.” 
Sreruen RemMincron. 
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into hell, all the nations that forget God.” David 
said, “ Great is thy merey toward me, and thou 
hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.’’ 
When David was wicked he was in hell. If Mr 

R. is wicked he will be turned into hell, if he is 
not there already. We believe this testimony ; 
and we likewise believe that hell shall be destroy- 
ed, agreeably to Hosea xiii, 14, where the same 
word is rendered grave. We also believe, that 
‘fall the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto God.” Those only who forget can remem- 
ber; consequently, those who are “ turned into 
hell,” remember God, as did David, and like him 
are delivered. If Mr. R. will substitute the word 
mercy for righteousness, or consider them synony- 
mous, he will learn the meaning of the passage, 
“For say unto you, that except your righteous- 
ness (mercy) exceed the righteousness (mercy) of 
the scribes and pharisees, ye shall in no case en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven.” Christ said 
* Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy.” Now we venture the assertion, that no 
man ever rested in peace relative to his own sal- 
vation, so long as he unmercitully judged his 
brethren of the human race to endless wretched- 
ness! The passage from John v. “ Marvel not,” 
xc. we have recently considered, and will only 
remark, that, asa parable, it is figurative (aod 
parallel with Dan. xii) of the coming from the 
darkness of the dispensation of types and shadows 
to the knowledge of a resurrection, which isa 
prominent feature in the Gospel of the new dis- 
pensation. They who believe, have life: they 
who do not believe this glorious Gospel, are judg- 
ed, The word rendered damnation in this passage 
being the same in the original with that rendered 
udgment in Rey. xiv. 7. which refers to the very 
time and subject contained in John v. Mr. R., 
by turning to Matt. x. 23; xvi. 27,28; xxiv. 21, 
34; Luke xxi. 22 to 33, will find incontestable 
estimony to prove that Christ came, as described, 
luring the generation to whom the parable was 
addressed. Mr. R's declaration of Universalist’s 
trusting in God's mercy, at the same time tramp- 
ling upon his merey, and despising his grace or 
merey, and all this, when God has threatened 
them with destruction, is both foolish and wicked, 


i 


“ If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.”” 1 John iv. 12. 


If our motto be true, then it follows, that if we do no! love one another, God doth not dwell in us, 
neither is his love perfected in us. There is a great hue and cry gone about the world relative to 
religion. It is avery honourable thing to be religious, that is, to make long prayers before nren—to 


talk much about holy desires, Christian experience, and (Sundays, c 
to attend church—look serious—prate a great deal about the wickedness of others,—in 
The pharisees of old were of this description. 


considered by the world as a Christian. 


regarded protessions for just w bat they were worth, ! 
hypocrites If the love of popularity, &c. which is at bottom the very essence of hypoertsy, dwell 
a man, it will show itself in pretensions, and all the sanctimonious 
will shed crocodile tears, at one time, in sympathy for sufferings 


lieve in a moment ; 


and at another time manifest the most stoi 


when no business can be done,) 
fine, to be 
Christ, who 
called these pretended pious and holy persons 

sia 
ormula of real Pharwaism. He 
which he is abundantly able to re- 
ical indifference for the welfare of 


others. If no otherlove had moved God, than that love of God which these pretended Christians 


have in their bosoms, for their fellow-men, mankind would have experi 


that which awaits them. 


enced a different fate from 
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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Fvrron,—In your noticing “ Licentious 
Doctrine,’ by commenting ona “ missionary let- 
ter from Rangoon,” in the Herald of 16th of Feb- 
ruary, I think you have given a meaning not in- 
tended by the writer, and those generally of the 
same faith. I think you agree with me perfectly 
in this, that the Christian world, so called, have 
errors enough in faith and practice, without ha- 
ving more laid to their charge than really be- 
longs to them. I believe the view of those you 
allude to is this, that the death of Jesus does not 
exempt a man from certain consequences of sin 
in this life ; as in case of one whom they call an 
elect person, should he get drunk, he will have 
his health impaired, his understanding clouded, 
&c. And with respect to gluttony, the same con- 
sequences. Yet to have him delivered from the 
consequences of sin, is, that in the fulure state he 
shall be made perfectly happy, in consequence of 
Jesus suffering in his stead. Without saying more 
in defence of the faith of others, I would leave 
them to do it themselves, (with the certainty that 
you will grant them all the liberty that may ra- 
tionally be desired,) and proceed to ask you a 
few questions. 

Do you mean to say, that the death of Jesus, 
in no sense, has delivered us from the just conse- 
quence of sin, (in this life) but in proportion as 
we are sinless in our persons? If so, how are we 
to consider the testimony borne by the apostle 
Paul, Rom. iii. 21. to ch. v. i. inclusive, where it 
appears he is labouring to show how it is that we 
are justified or holy, (without being so in our own 
persons,) and is it not here written that Abraham 
was justified and called righteous, without the 
deeds of the law; nor was it written for his sake 
alone, that it was imputed to him, but for us also 
if we believe ? Jesus Christ was delivered for our 
offences and raised again for our justification, 
therefore (for that reason) being justified, by faith 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Again. 1 Peter ii. 24, “ Who his own self bore 
our sins in his own body on the tree.” In what 
sense did he bear our sins in his body, if we are 
to bear all the consequences in our persons? 
Again, Rom. v. 9, “Much more then being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him.” In what sense are we justi- 
fied by the blood of Christ, if we are to bear all 
the consequences of sin in our own persons? It 
appears to me that one of the just consequences 
of sin is a guilty conscience, and by the know- 
ledge of the death and resurrection of Christ, we 
are freed therefrom. Is not Jesus the high priest 
of our profession ? and do we not learn the char- 
acter, from the Jewish high priest whose duty it 
was to offer sacrifice for all the sins of all the peo- 
ple? and were not the Jews taught to consider 
the sacrifice as offered in their stead, and them- 
selves as accepted in consequence ” 





T would not have you think that I do not bee 
lieve in any punishment for sin, in Consequence 
of the death of Jesus. I do believe that all the 
ways of transgressors are made hard, and in keep. 
ing the commands of God there is found a great 
reward: that no one can break the laws of God 
and go unpunished ; yet by faith in the true char 
acter of Christ, we are saved from the Jost pun 
ishment or consequence of sin, that is, a gyi}, 
conscience, from which we cannot be saved 
without faith. I wish your observations on the 
above, together with your view of the characte» 
of Christ, as Prophet, Priest, and King. 

A Frienp To Trurg 
ANSWER. 

Relative to what the Christian world mean, ye 
have no medium of ascertaining but by what the, 
say. If they say one thing and mean another, we 
are excusable for misunderstanding them. 

We believe the death of Jesus has delivered ys 
from the consequences of sin, in this life, in no sens 
whatever, considered in its proper sense ; namely. 
ninety-nine out of an hundred of all mankind to 
the present day, never heard of Jesus, or his 
death or resurrection, in this mode of being 
Therefore, they, in this mode of being, although 
Jesus “was delivered for (to remove or take 
away) their offences, and raised again for their 
justification,” they being ignorant .of this truth 
could not “ by faith have peace with God,” nor 
experience any joy from the knowledge of that life 
and immortality which is brought to light by the 
Gospel! If you ask why? we answer, Because 
they knew nothing of it! “ By the law is the know 
ledge of sin.” . No man ever kept the law perfect. 
ly. God “blots out, as a thick cloud,” the trans. 
gressions of mankind. “ Abraham believed God 
that is, he believed God blotted out sin, &c. con- 
sequently, he felt himself justified in the sight oi 
God. This produced peace in Abraham's bosom 
Now, if we believe this, we shall have peace, as 
did Abraham. But, if Abraham, or any man, af- 
ter believing this, “sowed to the flesh, he would 
of the flesh reap corruption.” This would be the 
consequence ; and for one of the best reasons, — 
“ Whatsoever a man soweth, that also shall he 
reap.” Never, whether in time or eternity, shall 
any man reap any thing different from that which 
he sows. If you expect “ grapes from thorns, or 
figs from thistles,” you will be disappointed : the 
consequences of sin will always be the same. But, 
you will please to recollect, the unbeliever, who 
fears that endless misery will be the consequence 
of his sins, and who is delivered from this /eer 
when he arrives at the knowledge of the truth, is 
no objection to our arguments, or views. For 
ignorance is the cause of his sinning and his fears, 
not the consequence of his sins ! 

Of 1 Peter ii. 24, we consider the apostle to 
mean, (see connexion,) that Christ was innocent 
that our sins, not his own, hung him on the cross 
and that we, (this was his motive in submitting,) 
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ceeing the love of God manifested through him, 
should love, and be merciful. The apostle ex- 
plains what he means by the words, “ By whose 
dripes ye were healed,” by saying, “For ye 
were as sheep going astray ; but are now return- 
ed unto the shepherd and bishop of souls.” If you 
ask, How did they return? We answer, “ By 
faith they had peace with God,” &c. If the apos- 
tle meant more than this, in this passage, we ac- 
knowledge that we do not see it. The apostle in- 
troduces Christ as an example, and exhorts his 
brethren to follow him. And we firmly believe, 
that no man will be benefited by Christ's death, 
experimentally, until he follows Christ. It is our 
ioy, however, that “ all shall be gathered togeth- 
er in Christ, be taught of God, and God be all in 
Jl” The apostle declares, in the following chap- 


ter, that “ Christ suffered, the just (merciful,) for 
the unjust, (unmerciful,) that he might bring us to 


God.” We believe this will be effected, for we 
read, that “all the ends of the world shall re- 
member and turn unto the Lord, and all the kin- 
dreds of the nations shall worship before him.” 

In answer to the question, “ In what sense are 
we justified by the blood of Christ, if we are to 
bear all the consequences of sin in our own per- 
sons?” We answer—We do not consider the lite- 
ral blood of the man Christ Jesus any more ef- 
fectual in justifying the world, than the blood of 
bullsand goats! The common remark, that one 
drop of Christ's blood was sufficient to cleanse a 
whole world, is of all absurdities the greatest. In 
the formation of the mere human body, (and 
Christ s body was a human body,) the solids are as 
essential as the /iquids, and vice versa. But, fig- 
uratively, the blood is considered the life of the 
animal. The Jews had the same gross sense of 
Christ's words, which in modern times has pre- 
vailed almost universally. They asked, “ How 
can this man give us his flesh toeat ?” (See John 
vi. 48 to 63 inclusive,) Christ explained to his 
disciples, saying, “ It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; 
the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, are Spirit and life." The Spirit of 
Christ was God, who dwelt in him. This Spirit, 
God, raised up, or quickened Jesus, and he tri- 
umphed over sin, death, and the grave! There- 
fore, we ase justified by the Spirit of God, or God, 
(for God is a Spirit) who hath “ blotted out, as a 
thick cloud, our transgressions, and as a cloud our 
sins ;” and calls, saying, “ Return unto me, for I 
have redeemed thee.” Do you ask, How has 
God redeemed man ? We answer—He has “ blot- 
ted out, as a thick cloud, his transgressions,” &c. 
We believe he who quickened Christ, will also 
quicken our mortal bodies. That we shall be 
raised, like Christ, “ incorruptible and immortal.” 
But now we are both corruptible and mortal. 

We declare that we believe God to be, and al- 
ways to have been, the unchangeable lover of his 
offspring man. During the Mosaic dispensation, 
‘ypes and shadows were the medium of communi- 
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cation between God and man. 
dows can never be a substance. Perfection was 
not found under the law. Life and immortality 
were brought to light by the Gospel. God had no 
pleasure in sacrifices. His “good pleasure is to 
gather together in one all things in Christ.” “The 
law was added because of transgressions till the 
seed should come to whom the promise was 
made,” Christ. Man, poor ignorant man, mis-. 
conceiving of God, supposed something was ne- 
cessary to be done, to appease him, and render 
him propitious. God was pleased to condescend 
to the weakness of sinful man, and by visible 
types and shadows prefigure him who was to 
come, him whom guilty man was to sacrifice, and 
for a supposed nonconformity to these very types 
and shadows of which he was the Antitype! The 
Carthaginians sacrificed their noblest youths, to 
appease tie supposed vengeance of the demon 
they worshipped. And Christ was a sacrifice to 
men more enlightened, but not less cruel and ma- 
lignant. But Christ declared, “ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 

Our correspondent has made a remark, which, 
we think, he did not fully consider at the time he 
made it, namely—that the just punishment or con- 
sequence of sin, from which we are saved, is a 
guilty conscience. We read, to be sure, of having 
“our consciences purged from dead works te 
serve the living God,” but our correspondent, 
we think, could not mean, that the believer in 
Christ is saved to that degree, and in that man 
ner, that he can sin and not have a conscious- 
ness of guilt follow as a consequence! This 
would be a calawitous salvation indeed. We con- 
sider the believer in Christ to sin less than the 
unbeliever; and to suffer less, as a consequence 
But, we sincerely are of opinion, that gratitude is 
the only incentive to action with the believer 
Therefore, when he sins, his consciousness ol 
guilt is different and more painful for the moment, 
than the unbeliever’s continued fear of conse 
quences. In fine, to sin, is to incur suffering as a 
consequence, as certain, as to run the hand in the 
fire will produce pain. 

Asa Prophet, we consider Christ to have pre- 
dicted the restoration of all men to holiness and 
happiness ; and the destruction of sin, death and 
hell. Asa Priest, that he is our medium of com- 
munication with God; and has entered into the 
holy place not made with hands, having bimselt 
purged our sins, &c, That is, he eradicated the 
disease, conquered sin, death and hell, and rose 
triumphant, incorruptible and immortal ; and the 
members of his body, all men, will be quickened 
by his Spirit, which dwelt in him, and, in the 
« dispensation of the fulness of times,” rise to im- 
mortality and glory. We predicate every thing 
relative to man’s future life and immortality, on 
the resurrection of Christ. He is our Head. He 
took part of the same flesh and blood, and, be- 
cause he lives, we shall live also, He is our King 
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He has conquered for all men, their enemies, and 
will subject them to his peaceful reign, and God 
be all in all. 

Note.—We have necessarily been brief in our 
answer to A Friend to Truth. Had circumstances 
favoured, we should have been more full, parti- 


cular, &c. 


(CL? The sacrifice which God requires, and is | 
pleased with, is a “ broken and contrite heart.” | 


The beasts sacrificed under the law were typical 
of Christ, for three reasons. First, They were 
without blemish. Second, They suffered not for 
themselves, but for the benefit of others. Third, 
They suffered without a murmur or resistance, | 
and bowed, submissively, their heads to the fatal 
In like manner the high priest was typical | 
First, He offered the sacrifices: and | 


blow, 
of Christ. 


Christ offered himself, laying down his life for the 
sins of the world. Second, He bore on his shoulders 
the people: and Christ, the Head of every man, | 
bore the iniquities of us all, declaring, “ And, I, if) 
I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 


me.” Third, He entered into the Holy place: 
and Christ entered into heaven for as. 
—<— >——_ 
Objections to Unitarian Christianity considered. 
(Continued from page 386.) 

Now to this declamation, tor such we esteem 
it, We Oppose one plain request. Show us, we 
say, a single passage in the Bible in which we 
are told, that the sin of man is infinite, and needs 
an infinite atonement. We find not one. Not even 
a whisper of this doctrine comes to us from the 
sacred writers. Let us stop a moment and weigh 
this doctrine. It teaches us, that man, although 
created by God a frail, erring, and imperfect be- 
ing, and even created with an irresistible propen- 
sity to sin, is yet regardéd by his Creator as an 
infinite offender, meriting Uifinite punishment for 
his earliest transgressions ; and that he is doomed 
to endless torment, unless an infinite Saviour ap 
pear for his rescue. And what man, we ask, has 
the courage to charge on our benevolent and 
righteous Parent, this merciless and iniquitous 
government of his creatures. Tell us not that 
Unitarianism cuts off the sinner’s hope; for if 
God be what this system teaches, we see no hope 
for saint or sinner, for men or angels. Under 
such a sovereign every one’s prospects grow 
black; every heart may well shudder. We 
maintain that man is not created in a condition 
which makes an infinite atonement necessary ; 
nor do we believe that any creature can fall into a 
condition, from which God may not deliver him 
without this rigid expedient. Surely, if aa inf- 
nile satisfaction to justice were indispensable to 
our salvation, if God took on him human nature 
for the very purpose of offering it, and if this fact 
constitute the peculiar glory, the life agd essence, 
and the saving efflcacy of the gospel, we musi 
find it expressed clearly, definitely, in at least one 
passage in the Bible. But not one, we repeat it, 
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| can be found there. We maintain farther. 
this doctrine of God becoming a victim and < 
| fice for his own rebellious subjects, is as irrations 
as it is unscriptural. We have always Suppose 

that atonement, if necessary, Was to be made ‘ 
not by, the sovereign, who has been offended 
and we cannot conceive a more unlikely method 
of vindicating his authority, than that he higso) 
should bear the punishment which is due to tray.. 


that 


acr) 


gressors of his laws. Si 
If an infinite atonement be necessary, and if, eo. 
sequently, none but God can make it, we 


We have another objec 


see net 
but that God must become a sufferer, must on 
upon himself our pain and woe; a thought fro, 
which a pious mind shrinks with horror, To os 
cape this difficulty, we are told, that Christ yg, 
ed as man, not as God ; but if man only suffers 
if only a human and finite mind suffers, if Christ 


,as God, was perfectly happy on the cross, ani 


bore only a short and limited pain in his hua, 
nature, where, we ask, was the infinite aton: 
ment? Where is the boasted hope, which {hj 
doctrine is said to give to the sinner? 

The objection, that there is no hope for the sin 
ner, unless Christ be infinite God, amazes y: 
Surely, if we have a Father in heaven, of injy 
goodness and power, we need no other infinite per 
son to save us. The common doctrine dispara. 
ges and dishonours the only true God, our Fa- 
ther, as if, without the help of a second and, 
third divinity, equal to himself, he could not re- 
store his frail creature, man. We have not the 
courage of our brethren. With the scriptures in 
our hands, with the solemn attestations which 
they contaia to the divine unity, and to Christ’ 
dependence, we dare not give to the God aud Fa 
ther of Jesus, any equal or rival in the glory of 
originating our redemption, or of accomplishing i 
by underived and infinite power. Are we asked, 
as We sometimes are, what is our hope, if Chris 
be not the supreme God? We answer, it is thi 
boundless and almighty goodness of his Fathe: 
and our Father; a goodness, which cannot r 
quire an infinite atonément for the sins of a {ra 
and limited creature. God's essential and un- 
changeable mercy, not Christ's infinity, is the 
scriptural foundation of a sinner’s hope. In the 
scriptures our Heavenly Father is always repre- 
sented as the sole original, spring, and first cause 
of our salvation; and let no one presume to 
divide his glory with another. That Jesus came 
to save us, we owe entirely to the Father's bene. 
volent appointment. That Jesus is perfectly ade 
quate to the work of our salvation, is to be be 
lieved, not because he is himself the supreme 
God, but because the supreme and unerring God 
selected, commissioned, and empowered him [or 
this office. That his death is an important mean: 
of our salvation, we gratefully aeknowledge, 
but ascribe its efficacy to the merciful dispositive 
of God towards the human race. To build the 
hope of pardon on the independent and infin 
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ficiency of Jesus Christ, is to build on an un- 
criptural and false foundation ; for Jesus teaches 


.. that of himself he can do nothing; that all 
nower is given to him by his Father; and that he 
is a proper object of trust, because he came not 
of himself, or to do his own will, but because the 
rather sent him. We indeed lean on Christ, but 
i is because he is “a corner-stone, chosen by God, 
ind laid by God in Zion.” God's forgiving love, 
declared to mankind by Jesus Christ, and exer- 
cised through him, is the foundation of hope to 
the penitent, on which we primarily rest, and a 
frmer the universe cannot farnish us. 

3. We now proceed to another objection. We 
are charged with expecting fo be saved by works, 
and not by grace. This charge may easily be 
despatched, and a more groundless one cannot 
easily be imagined. We indeed attach great im- 
portance to Christian works, or Chrictian obedi- 
ence. believing that a practice or life, conformed 
to the precepts and example of Jesus, is the great 
end for which faith in him is required, and is the 
great condition on which everlasting life is be- 
stowed. We are accustomed to speak highly of 
the virtues and improvements of a true Christian, 
rejecting with abhorrence the idea, that they are 
no better than the outward Jewish righteousness, 
which the prophet called “filthy rags;” and 
maintaining with the apostle, that they are “in 
the sight of God, of great price.” We believe 
that holiness or virtue is the very image of God 
in the human soul, a ray of his brightness, the 
best gift which he communicates to his creatures, 
the highest benefit which Christ came to confer, 
the only important and lasting distinction be- 
tween man and man. Still we always earnestly 
maintain, that no human virtue, no human obe- 
dience, can give a legal claim, a right by merit, 
to the life and immortality brought to light by 
Christ. We see and mourn over the deficiencies. 
broken resolutions, and mixed motives of the 
best men. We always aflirm, that God's grace, 
benignity, free kindness, is needed by the most 
idvanced Christian, and that to this alone we 
we the promise in the gospel, of full remission 
and everlasting happiness tothe penitent. None 
speak of mercy more constantly than we. One 
of our distinetions is, that we magnify this lovely 
aitribute of the Deity. One of our strong objec 
tions to Calvinism is, that it subverts God's grace, 
wwnihilates his forgiving goodness, by teaching 
that an infinite substitute is provided for guilty 
men, in whom their sins, instead of being par- 
doned, are fully and infinitely punished. So ac- 
customed are we to insist on the infinity of God's 
grace, and mercy, that our adversaries often 
charge us with forgetting his justice ; and yet it 
is objected to us, that, renouncing grace, we ap- 
peal to justice, and build our hope on the abun- 
danee of our merit! 


1 


(To be continued.) 
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FAITH AND RELIGION. 

Since the days of the apostles a new vocabulary 
has been introduced ; new phrases substituted, 
and old ones new fangled, until the original 
meaning is buried beneath the false glosses which 
ignorance and cunning have invented. This fact 
will appear conspicuously evident from the con- 
sideration of the present use and definition of 
the words faith and religion. A man is supposed 
to have, what is termed, saving faith, when he 
acknowledges the divinity of “ Calvin's Institutes, 
Hopkins’s System of Doctrines,” or subscribes to 
the dogmas of a mongrel compound of uncon- 
ditional conditions ; better known by the name 
of Arminianism. 


| 
| 


A man has, or is in possession 
of, religion, as soon as he accedes, in good earn- 
est, to either of the before-mentioned creeds. A 
Calvinist who has religion, manifests it by ex- 
pressing his indifference for the welfare of others; 
the pleasure and ertatic joys which will glow in 
his bosom, and fill him with divine rapture, when 
he shall witness the endless wretchedness and 
torments of his children, friends, and dearest 
connexions. The Hopkinsian evidences his reli- 
gion, when he expresses his willingness to be 
damned ; and is thought to be ho/y, almost to ex- 
cess, when he reiterates his surprise and asten- 
ishment that God should suffer such an abomina- 
ble wretch as himself, to be out of hell for a sin- 
gle moment! The Arminian, at this juncture, 
expresses a better opinion of himself. With a 
sleek and demurely expressive countenance, he 
raises his hand, and placing it upon his bosom, 
declares, that it is there, where his religion is 
located ; and describes his sensations as delibe- 
rately, but with less perspicuiry, as a person 
would the pains of a colic. It isa certain holy 
something which has an existence, bu: wants a 
name, or, rather, for want of a name, it is mis- 
named religion. The recipient of this holy some- 
thing, speaks of his possession as a man would of 
possessing a house. 

I have felt so and so. 

Having given some account of modern faith 
and religion, we shall next inquire, What is the 
faith and religion of the scriptures ? 

Faith, according to the Seriptures, consists in 
believing God. (see Rom. iv. 3.) The illustration 
of this part of our subject, will prove that raira 
is the cause, and REvIGioN the consequence. Now 
aman cannot be said to believe God, so long as 
he denies any of God's declarations. God, speak- 
ing by his apestle, says, it is his “will thet ail 
men shall be saved and come unto the knowledge 
of the truth.” Therefore, those who deny this, 
and declare that it is God's will that only a part, 
or some of ali shall be saved, do not believe God ; 
consequently have not faith. God says, &c. that 
“« Christ tasted death for every man, and is the 
propitiation for the sin of the whole world.” 
Those, therefore, who deny this, and say that 
Christ only died for a few elect, and that the 


Since I have had religion, 
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many elect, have no part nor lot in the 
matter, do not believe God; they, therefore, have 
not faith. God declares, that “ all nations whom 
he hath made, shall come and worship before 
him.” That “death, hell, and the devil, shall be 
destroyed.” All who deny this, and declare that 
millions of those whom God hath made, shall die | 
eternally—hell continue without end—and the| 
devil always exist, reign, and triumph over God's 
heritage, have not faith. On the contrary, those 
who believe God, believe his declarations ; That 
in the “ dispensation of the fulness of times, he 
will gather together in one, ali things in Christ,” 
&c. That “he will wipe tears trom off all faces, 
and be all iu all.” That “aii shall be taught of 
God,” and rise “immortal, incorruptible, and 
glorious.” Believing that God loves, and “ is 
good to all, and that his tender mercies are over 
all,” they regard all as brethren, children of one 
common Father, and destined to one common 
and glorious home. As God is good to all, they 
will be good to all; and in imitation of their 
Heavenly Father, let their tender mercies be 
over all his works. 

Religion, according to the Scriptures, consists 
in the tollowing—James i. 27. © Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father, is this : 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic- 
tion, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world.” ‘This is the consequence of a belief in 
God. Is indifference to another's welfare—re- 
joicing in another's misery—a pretended willing- 
ness to be miserable—a well-timed astonishment, 
sanctimoniously expressed, at being out of an 
imaginary hell of cruel torment, are these reli- 
gion? Is along face—a demure look—a gravity 
of expression—in fine, a laying the hand on one’s 
breast, and talking about a something contained 
there, are these religion? Do these mean the 
same thing with the apostle? Consider the fol-) 
lowing simile. Pure and skilful surgery consists | 
in operating upon, amputating diseased limbs, 
and removing obstructions with the means of sur- | 
gical instruments. A man places his hand upon 
his bosom, and says, I feel that I have surgery—| 
I feel it here. Since I have had surgery, | have 
feltsoandso! ‘To hear a man talk in this man- 
ner, you would suppose him insane. Yet he} 
would be as correct, consistent, congruous and 
rational, as the man who pretends he has religion | 
in his bosom. A man might as well pretend he, 
had religion in his snuffvox. Relieving, accord- 
ing to our ability, the sufferings of our fellows, 
and rejoicing in view of their misery—declaring 
that we are willing to be made miserable our-| 
selves—or, laying our hand on our bosom, and 
prating about a something which we have there, 
out of sight, are, for all the world, fe things. | 
They may serve to lull the mind, and, as a sub-| 
stitute, answer the purpose with our compeers, | 
but, “ Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this; To yisit the fatherless 

‘ 
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and widows in their affliction, and to keep hi 
self unspotted from the world.” af 
The Calvinist is quite excusable. He who can 
rejoice to behold his own children endlessly wis. 
erable, cannot be supposed to have any sympathy 
for the fatherless and widows. The Hopkinsian, 
surely, cannot feel much desire to relieve the 
fatherless and widows from temporal sufferiny 
when he is so fond of misery as to be Willing te 
suffer endlessly himself. And the Arminiap has 
nothing to do but to visist his own bosom. He keens 
religion always by him, cooped up within 4; 
own breast! But the Universalist, who belieys: 
God to be good to all, and that all are breih,,, 
and would avail himself of any of these subio, 
fuges already noticed, to excuse him from jj 
duty, can have nothing to urge in palliation 
but must stand self-condemned, before his ow; 


tribunal! 
i 


A PERFECT NUMBER. 

The last year, added seven to the number of 
churches, dedicated to the worship of the God of 
the whole earth, Namely—-Roxbury, Miliord, 
Westminster, Brookfield, in the state of Massa. 
chusetts, one each. Otsego, and Madison, in the 
state of New-York, each one. And one in Pon. 
land, Maine. May the present year be equally 


prolific. 
q B 2 
ADVERTISEMENT. 
The Editor of this Paper sustaining a loss of 


——— 


| five hundred dollars, in conducting this work, and 


having, exclusively, for his object the inyesiigation 
and dissemination of Truth, offers the Second Vol- 
ume of the Gospet Heravp ata sacrifice for les 
than the cost of the paper and printing ; Namely— 
at ONE DOLLAR!!! Those persons who wish 
for this work, on the above-mentioned terms, &c." 
can have it if application is made previously to 
the 20th of April. Those of our Subscribers who 
have not paid their subscriptions, and are able to 
pay, are requested to forward their suabscriptious 

fore the 10th of May next; as thé Editor cov- 
templates leaving this cily by thaf time. 

*It is understood, that those persons who re. 
ceive this volume for $1, will subscribe to the 
condition of having it bound immediately. 


fe & 
=i 
down thine ear, and hear the words oi 


and apply thine heart unto my know- 
SCRIPTURE. 


“Bow 
the wise, 
ledge.” 
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